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By	Jamie	Lisse	If	you	are	using	QuarkXpress	to	work	with	a	book	manuscript	you	may	need	to	get	your	QuarkXpress	QXP	file	into	PDF	format.	Converting	a	QXP	file	to	a	PDF	is	actually	pretty	simple	and	it	can	even	be	done	right	in	QuarkXpress.	If	you	have	QuarkXpress	on	your	computer	you	will	not	need	to	buy	Adobe	Acrobat	to	make	the	PDF	from
your	QXP	document.	In	fact,	QuarkXpress	has	a	built-in	way	for	you	to	make	a	production-ready	PDF.	Launch	QuarkXpress	on	your	computer.	You	will	create	the	PDF	from	within	QuarkXpress	so	you	will	not	need	to	have	any	other	programs	open.	Open	the	QXP	file	in	QuarkXpress	if	you	do	not	already	have	it	open.	Click	"File"	and	then	"Open"	to
open	it.	Go	to	"File"	and	then	"Export"	and	then	"Layout	to	PDF"	to	prepare	to	convert	to	PDF.	An	"Export	to	PDF"	dialog	box	will	open.	Select	"Options"	on	the	dialog	box.	Click	on	"Compression"	to	get	your	compression	options.	All	of	the	compression	options	should	be	set	to	"None"	on	their	drop	down	menus.	Choose	"Color"	to	see	the	color	options.
By	"Setup"	select	"Composite	CMYK"	from	the	drop	down	menu.	Click	"OPI"	to	see	OPI	options.	Put	a	check	in	the	box	by	"OPI	Active"	if	there	is	not	one	there	already.	Pick	"PDF"	to	see	the	PDF	options.	Select	"Direct	to	PDF"	and	click	the	"OK"	button	as	that	is	the	last	setting	that	needs	checked.	This	will	take	you	back	to	the	"Export	to	PDF"	dialog
box.	Press	the	"Save"	button	on	the	"Export	to	PDF"	dialog	box.	This	will	save	the	QXP	file	as	a	PDF	file.	(Image	credit:	Shutterstock)	PDFs	are	notoriously	difficult	to	edit,	so	if	you’re	ever	handed	tables	or	lists	in	this	format,	it	will	be	worth	knowing	how	to	convert	a	PDF	to	Excel.	That’s	exactly	what	this	guide	will	show	you	how	to	do,	and	without	the
need	to	buy	or	install	any	additional	software.As	with	just	about	any	file	conversion	process,	the	results	won’t	always	perfectly	replicate	the	formatting	of	the	original	document	—	but	with	a	fully	editable	Excel	file,	it	will	be	much	easier	to	make	any	necessary	amendments.As	in	our	guide	on	how	to	convert	a	PDF	to	Word,	we’ll	turn	to	ILovePDF
(opens	in	new	tab)	to	handle	conversion	duties.	This	web-based	tool	is	free	to	use	and	produces	relatively	good	results.Manually	converting	a	PDF	to	Excel	is	necessary	because	you	can’t	simply	force	Windows	to	open	PDFs	to	open	in	the	Excel	app.	Well,	you	can,	but	the	resulting	spreadsheet	will	be	unrecognizable	from	the	original	document,	with
random-looking	code	all	over	the	place.	At	least	forcibly	opening	a	PDF	with	Word	produces	something	that	vaguely	resembles	the	original.1.	Navigate	to	ILovePDF	(opens	in	new	tab)	in	your	browser	and	click	the	“PDF	to	Excel”	section.(Image	credit:	Future)2.	Click	“Select	PDF	file”	and	select	the	PDF	you	want	to	convert,	or	drag	and	drop	the	file
onto	this	page.(Image	credit:	Future)3.	Leave	the	“No	OCR”	option	selected	(it	should	be	by	default)	and	click	“Convert	to	Excel.”(Image	credit:	Future)4.	After	a	few	seconds,	the	conversion	process	should	be	complete.	Click	“Download	Excel”	to	download	your	converted	file.(Image	credit:	Future)Now	that	you	have	the	converted	Excel	file,	you	can
open	it	and	start	editing;	you	may	need	to	click	“Enable	Editing”	when	prompted,	but	only	the	first	time	you	open	the	file.	Be	sure	to	check	for	any	formatting	irregularities,	because	while	ILovePDF	does	a	great	job	of	converting	text	and	data	without	mistakes,	things	like	text	wrapping	and	table	borders	might	need	to	be	tweaked	to	your	liking.For
more	easy	help	around	using	Microsoft	Office	software,	you	can	read	our	guides	on	how	to	save	a	Word	document	as	a	PDF	and	how	to	sign	a	Word	document.More:	If	your	PC	is	running	slowly,	check	out	how	to	speed	up	Windows	10	By	Paul	Elsass	i	laptop	im	freien	image	by	Digitalpress	from	Fotolia.com	DWF	is	a	secure	file	format	developed	by
Autodesk.	The	file	format	was	created	to	improve	the	efficiency,	distribution	and	communication	of	rich	design	data	for	users	of	print	design	files.	DWF	files	are	highly	compressed,	smaller	and	faster	to	transmit	than	design	files.	PDF	files	are	more	commonly	used	and	there	is	a	need	for	many	to	convert	PDF	files	to	the	DWF	format.	Navigate	to
Autodesk,	Download	3000	or	Free	Download	Manager	(see	the	links	in	Resources	below).	Download	and	install	your	selected	PDF	to	DWF	Converter.	Restart	your	computer.	Go	to	the	"Start"	button	and	choose	"Settings,"	then	"Printers."	If	your	installation	was	successful	you'll	see	a	new	printer	named	after	the	converter	you	downloaded.	This
pseudo-printer	is	part	of	the	conversion	program,	not	a	physical	device.	Navigate	to	the	PDF	file	that	you	want	to	convert	to	a	DWF.	Open	the	PDF	document	with	your	normal	PDF	reader.	Choose	"File"	in	the	upper	left	corner	of	the	Adobe	reader	program	and	click	on	"Print...".	When	the	print	window	appears,	under	"Printer	name"	choose	the	name
of	the	pseudo-printer	that	was	created	by	the	free	converter	program.	The	Autodesk	printer,	for	example,	is	called	"Autodesk	DWF	Writer	2D."	Choose	"OK"	at	the	bottom	of	the	window.	Name	the	file	and	save	it	to	your	hard	drive,	as	you	aren't	physically	printing	the	document,	just	converting	it	to	DWF.	I’ve	reviewed	lots	of	programs	that	read	or
convert	documents	to	PDF,	but	never	one	specifically	tailored	to	convert	PDF	files	to	other	common	types	such	as	Word	documents	and	Excel	spreadsheets.	Said	program	is	Nuance’s	PDF	Converter	5	and	in	my	hands	on	it	worked	well,	though	not	perfectly.	For	instance,	the	header	on	a	converted-to-Word	document	was	squashed	inside	a	box	and	the
white	background	wasn’t	applied	evenly.	On	the	other	hand,	Adobe	Acrobat	didn’t	even	try	to	recreate	those	objects,	so	it’s	hard	to	fault	Nuance	for	that.	PDF	Converter	preserved	the	lion’s	share	of	the	formatting	(as	did	Acrobat),	which	could	save	you	a	ton	of	time	over	simply	exporting	as	text	which	some	readers	will	do.	PDF	Converter	also	saves
PDFs	to	text,	PowerPoint,	MRC	PDF,	WordPerfect,	jpeg,	png,	tiff	and	xps	files	as	well	as	rendering	PDFs	searchable	if	they	aren’t	already.	The	program	is	easy	enough	to	learn	and	navigate	so	if	you	don’t	want	to	pop	for	full-blown	Acrobat,	it’s	a	relatively	inexpensive	way	to	convert	PDFs	while	retaining	their	formatting.	One	caveat:	The	program	gave
me	problems	during	uninstall,	balking	at	its	own	processes	running	in	the	background.	If	you	decide	to	remove	this	program,	you’ll	have	to	use	Task	Manager	to	end	these	processes	yourself	and	complete	the	uninstall.	Note:	This	link	takes	you	to	the	vendor’s	site,	where	you	can	purchase	and	download	the	latest	version	of	the	software.	–Jon	L.	Jacobi
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